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exertions?    Sir, it  is burning a farthing candle at  Dover, to shew light at Calais'.'
Talking of a young niair' who was uneasy from thinking that he was very deficient in learning and knowledge, hi- said, 'A man has no reason to complain who holds a middle plaee, and has many below him; and perhaps he has no( six of his years above him;-—perhaps nnt "IR'- Though he may not know anything perfectly, the general mass of knowledge that he has acquired is considerable. Time will do for him all that is wanting,'
The conversation then look a philosophical turn. JOHNSON. 'Human experience, which is constantly contradicting theory, is the great test of truth. A system, built upon the discoveries of a great many minds, is always of more strength, than what is produced by the mere workings of any one mind, whirl), of itself, can do little. There is not so poor a book in the world that would not be a prodigious effort were; it wrought mil entirely by a single mind, without the aid of prior investigators. The French writers are superficial'; because they are not scholars, and so proceed upon the mere power of their own minds; and we see how very little power they have.1
' AK to the Christian religion, Sir, beside-, the. .strong evidence which we have: for it, there is a balance in its favour from the number of great men who have been convinced of its truth, after a serious consideration of the question. (Jrolius was an acute man, a lawyer, a man accustomed to examine evidence, and he was convinced. Grotius waw not a recluse1, but a man of the world, who certainly had no bias to the hide of religion.
' In .nflswelltatttt (p. 214) this anecdote K thus jjiven : ' HnHwell WAH tulkiii(4 to Mr. Samuel Johnson of Mr. Sheridan'* enthusiasm fur the advancement of eloquence. "Sir," said Mr. Johnson, " it won't do. I le cannot carry through his scheme. He is lite a man attempting in stride the English Channel. Kir, the ratine beara no proportion u> the, e(Ti:et. It is setting up a candle at White-
flinnnl In ,riu» li,rlit ,,i Ur,..i>,,:.,.,,... 11 I
11 Most likely lioswrll hirnwlf.   .See
tttl/f, |). <|IO,
' ' [.el u Frendinu-m talk twice witlt a niinKler of wtatc, lirdt-iiri"! im more1 In AirtiKtt nut n vohifiie,' SvviftS U'ufks, ed, 1803, xvi. i<ij. Lord Chesterfield wrote from t'iiri-< in I7.|I: ' They [the 1'urisiiini] clrnpisi* Uf, an<l with reasiiin, for our ill lireed inn > on l'ie "llinr hand, we d("»|>Ke them for their want of learning, andugh both by Arbuthnot, wcie nimnmnly availed to Swift, and ate ptinted in Iris Works.
